Scaling of BMP gradients in Xenopus embryos.
Metazoan organisms can 'scale', that is, maintain similar proportions regardless of size. Ben-Zvi et al. use experiments in Xenopus to support a quantitative model that explains morphological scaling as the result of scaling of a gradient of bone morphogenetic protein (BMP) signals. We believe that the evidence for scaling in Xenopus is misinterpreted, and that their model for embryonic patterning disagrees with prior data. The experiments they present supporting their model admit alternative interpretations.